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YOU	ARE	INVITED	to…SHARE	YOUR	
HISTORY	

The	Quarterly	meetings	of	the	BLHS	are	
held	 at	 7:00	 PM	 at	 the	 Big	 Lake	
Community	Church	of	 the	Nazarene	on	
the	 fourth	 Thursdays	 in	 the	months	 of	
January,	April,	July	and	October.	
	

	
BOOKS	AND	CALENDARS	

“Can	 I	 still	 purchase	 a	 book?”	 you	 ask.	
Copies	are	available	at	Big	Lake	Grocery	
and	 you	 may	 also	 request	 copies	
through	 the	mail	 at	 our	 address	 at	 the	
bottom	of	this	page.	Enclose	a	check	for	
the	 amount	 of	 your	 purchase.	 	 Books	
are	$21.99	each.	Price	 includes	 tax	and	
shipping.	

	
CONTACT	US:	
Big	Lake	Historical	Society	
23694	DaLacy	Ln	
Mount	Vernon,	WA	98274	
	
Email:	
biglakehistoricalsociety@gmail.com	
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Ken	was	born	at	Mount	Vernon	
General	Hospital	and	spent	all	of	his	
youth	in	the	Big	Lake	Valley.	Upon	
leaving	the	hospital	he	was	brought	
home	to	what	is	now	an	empty	lot	
on	Lakeview	Blvd.	He	remained	
there	until,	because	of	his	father’s	
work,	moved	to	north	Bend,	
Washington	for	one	year.	They	
came	back	to	the	boulevard	for	
another	year	and	then	moved	to	
Baker	Heights	till	he	began	his	first	
year	of	school	in	Clear	Lake.	Again,	
they	returned	to	Big	Lake	only	this	
time	they	moved	into	the	old	
homestead	on	Garden	Street.	He	
remained	there	all	through	
elementary	school	and	then	onto	
Sedro	Woolley	High	School,	
graduating	in	1956.	Ken	has	many	
very	good	memories	of	his	life	here	
at	Big	Lake	where	he	had	some	of	
the	neatest	adventures	as	any	boy	
or	young	man	could	have.	In	1961,	
he	made	a	trip	to	Arizona	to	visit	
with	his	Grandma	and	uncles	and	in	
the	process	met	me.	We	married	in	
1962	and	we	came	back	here	to	
start	our	married	life,	however,	I	
could	not	stand	being	away	from	
Arizona	and	my	family.	We	
continued	to	visit	every	chance	that	
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we	got	and	finally	when	we	retired,	
moved	here	in	1996.	We	then	
became	“Snow	Birds”	until	we	
decided	to	settle	here.	We	have	
been	active	in	this	community	and	
have	enjoyed	all	the	challenges	that	
come	with	starting	new	things.	We	
are	proud	to	have	been	charter	
members	of	the	Big	Lake	Historical	
Society	where	Ken	served	as	its	first	
President	for	four	years.	In	our	
tenure,	we	introduced	the	first	
fundraiser,	the	calendar,	along	with	
the	original	logo,	membership	
cards,	working	on	the	displays	
every	other	year	and	helping	in	
whatever	way	to	bring	it	to	where	it	
is	today.	This	has	truly	been	a	very	
fulfilling	time	and	we	are	truly	
grateful	that	we	have	been	able	to	
contribute	in	any	way	that	we	
could.	We	hope	to	continue	to	be	
part	of	this	adventure	even	though	
it	will	be	from	our	place	in	Arizona	
as	it	is	time	for	us	to	return	there	to	
be	closer	to	our	daughter	and	family	
as	we	get	older.	We	thank	everyone	
that	we	have	had	the	pleasure	of	
working	with	and	those	who	we	
have	met	along	the	way.	Our	
thoughts	and	prayers	will	be	with	
you	all.							–Gloria	and	Ken	Hoffman	

Ken and Gloria Hoffman are 
Spring-cleaning around the 
sign that designates the site of 
the historic mill town of Big 
Lake. We are going to miss 
them as they return to Arizona 
to be closer to family.  

Thank you so much for your 
dedication to the Big Lake 
Historical Society! 

Meet Ken and Gloria Hoffman—Charter Board Members 

PUSHIN’ THE MERCHANDISE 
Trudi Davis selling books, t-shirts, and 
water glasses in cooperation with the 
BLVFD Auxiliary fund raiser at Big Lake 
Grocery 4th of July weekend. Also 
volunteering their time but not pictured 
were Andrea Xaver and Christine Farrow. 

We	Need	Your	HELP!	

The	 Big	 Lake	 Historical	 Society	 has	 a	 large	 membership	 but	 only	 a	 few	 who	
actively	participate.	 Some	of	 those	active	participants	have	been	 involved	 since	
the	inception	of	the	Big	Lake	Historical	Society	and	the	years	have	added	up	and	
they	are	slowing	down	as	the	aging	process	creeps	up	reducing	their	ability	to	be	
as	 involved.	 We	 need	 VOLUNTEERS	 to	 serve	 on	 the	 board,	 to	 help	 with	 the	
archiving	process,	to	attend	meetings,	to	share	their	stories	in	the	newsletter	and	
on	 the	 website.	 Please	 contact	 any	 one	 of	 the	 board	 members	 for	 further	
information	or	send	us	a	note	or	email,	we	would	love	to	hear	from	you.			We	are	
planning	 a	 social	 (it	 includes	 food!)	 mid-September	 with	 more	 information	 to	
follow.	We	invite	all	you	who	wish	to	participate	in	our	community	and	share	its	
history	or	because	you	are	curious	and	want	to	know	this	community	better.	



 Lorem Ipsum 

	 

Remember when:        Montborne had A ‘Public’ dock 
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I	 first	 learned	 about	Montborne	 “the	
city”	when	I	was	five.		My	mother	had	
told	 many	 stories	 and	 when	 I	 first	
saw	a	plat	map	it	inspired	a	curiosity	
that	 lingers	 to	 this	 day.	 	 My	 folks	
were	 part	 of	 a	 group	 working	 on	 a	
community	 water	 system	 and	 the	
map	 showed	 the	 new	 water	 lines	
following	the	streets	and	alleys	of	the	
original	plat.	 	The	 streets	 had	names	
just	 like	 the	 cities	 of	 Sedro-Woolley	
or	 Mount	 Vernon.	 	 We	 lived	 on	
Walker	 Street	 and	 Gramma	 lived	 on	
Therese	Avenue.	

	Montborne	 Improvement	
Club	 was	 a	 group	 of	 homeowners	
who	banded	 together	and	 formed	an	
association	 that	 could	 borrow	 from	
the	 bank	 to	 build	 a	water	 system.	 	 A	
system	 was	 planned	 and	 built	 that	
allowed	 some	 to	 have	 indoor	 toilets	
for	 the	 first	 time.	 	 While	 some	 had	
adequate	 water	 many	 had	 shallow	
wells	 that	 provided	 limited	 water,	
hand	pumps	were	still	common.	 	Old	
outhouses	 still	 dotted	 the	 landscape	
throughout	the	community.		The	new	
water	 system	 and	 the	 community	
effort	 to	 make	 it	 happen	 had	 a	
wonderful	 impact.	 	 Families	 were	
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growing,	 the	baby	boom	had	been	 in	
full	swing	and	there	were	lots	of	kids.		
Fresh	 water	 under	 pressure	 made	
everyone’s	life	better.	

Perhaps	 the	 most	 visible	
impact	 of	 the	 new	 system	 was	 the	
“public	 dock”.	 	 I’m	 not	 sure	 how	 it	
came	to	be	known	as	public.		It	was	a	
community	dock	built	and	paid	for	by	
the	 Improvement	 Club.	 	 It	 was	 a	
beautiful	 two-level	 dock.	 	 A	 land	
based	 pier	 extended	 into	 the	 water	
connected	 by	 ramp	 to	 a	 long	 float	
that	rose	and	fell	with	the	level	of	the	
lake.	 	 Millard	 Tingley	 drove	 the	
pilings	 and	 the	 men	 built	 the	 dock	
with	new	logs	and	fresh	cut	“two-by-
twelves’’.	 	 The	 docks	 main	 purpose	
was	 to	 support	 the	 suction	 line	 f	 or	
the	 water	 system	 but	 it	 was	 way	
more	important	than	that.	

I	 was	 five	 going	 on	 six	 in	
1953	when	the	dock	was	built	below	
the	 tavern	 where	 Lafayette	 Street	
met	 the	 water.	 	 Two	 floating	 homes	
were	 moved	 from	 the	 site.	 The	
women	 and	 kids	 spent	 the	 summer	
cleaning	 broken	 bottles	 and	 junk	
from	 the	water.	 The	 county	 dumped	
gravel	for	a	parking	lot	and	put	a	load	
at	 the	 edge	 of	 the	 water	 that	 was	
spread	 to	make	 a	 beach.	 	 The	 north	
side	 of	 the	 dock	 served	 as	 a	 boat	
launch.		Someone	made	a	picnic	table.		
We	 had	 lake	 access,	 a	 place	 to	 swim	
and	 play.	 	 Most	 of	 us	 knew	 people	
with	 waterfront	 and	 docks	 that	 we	
could	 visit	 but	 this	 was	 different,	 it	
was	ours!	

The	 dock	 served	 the	 same	 purpose	
for	 us	 kids	 as	 the	 tavern	 up	 the	 hill	
did	 for	 the	 adults.	 	 It	 was	 a	 place	 to	
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gather,	 socialize,	 and	 have	 fun.		
There	 were	 lots	 of	 kids,	 Wilsons,	
Calkins,	Gilberts,	Simmons,	Prathers,	
Lindquists,	 Baileys,	 Andersons,	 Dee	
Dee,	 and	 me	 and	 more	 in	 my	
generation	with	 a	 whole	 generation	
to	 follow.	 	 We	 all	 gathered	 at	 the	
dock.	 	 There	 were	 probably	 some	
rules	 when	 adults	 were	 around	 but	
none	 were	 ever	 posted	 and	 for	 all	
the	 time	 we	 gathered	 the	 “rules”	 if	
any,	 were	 established	 by	 the	 group.		
We	learned	to	get	along.	

Mom	 taught	me	 and	 “Deed”	
how	to	swim	there.		That	was	a	huge	
milestone	 because	 once	 we	 learned	
to	 swim	we	 could	 go	 to	 the	 lake	 by	
ourselves.	 	 Opening	 day	 of	 fishing	
would	 find	 a	 large	 group	 of	 kids	
seeing	 who	 could	 catch	 the	 most	
perch.	 	When	the	 lake	froze,	we	had	
bonfires.	 	 In	 the	 spring	 and	 fall	 we	
would	 turn	 over	 rocks	 looking	 for	
crawdads	to	boil	in	a	coffee	can	over	
a	 small	 fire.	 I	 went	 there	 the	 day	 I	
got	my	first	bike,	the	same	for	when	
I	 got	 my	 first	 car.	 	 I	 learned	 to	
waterski	 there,	 behind	 Prather’s	
boat.	 	 We	 took	 our	 dates	 there.	 	 It	
was	a	place	we	could	go,	it	was	okay	
for	 us	 to	 be	 there	 24-7-365.		
Generations	of	 young	 folks	 from	the	
Montborne	 area	 were	 incredibly	
fortunate	 to	 have	 had	 the	 “public	
dock”		

There	 was	 no	 need	 for	 the	
dock	 once	 the	 PUD	 water	 lines	
arrived	 in	 the	 1980’s.	 	 Liability	
issues	and	decay	finished	off	the	last	
remnant.	 	 The	 street	 end	 was	
vacated	 and	 sold	 and	 new	 houses	
built	on	the	land.		Easy	access	to	the	
lake	 was	 no	 longer	 available	 in	
Montborne.	

Jim Farmer shares his memories of growing up 
in Montborne. Jim attended Big Lake School, 
graduated from SWHS and attended SVC. 
Retired from the WA STATE PARKS System.  

Annual	Report	of	Board	Activities	2016-2017	

ü BLHS	volunteers	sold	books	at	the	annual	Community	
Breakfast	sponsored	by	the	Big	Lake	Volunteer	Fire	
Department	and	Auxiliary	on	March	3,	2017.	
	

ü May	17,	2017,	members	began	the	process	of	archiving	
the	society’s	artifacts	and	photos.	
		

ü July	1,	2,	and	3rd,	society	volunteers	joined	forces	with	
the	BLVFD	Auxiliary	to	sell	books,	t-shirts	and	
insulated	cups	for	the	Auxiliary’s	July	4th	fundraiser.	
	

ü At	our	annual	business	meeting	July	27,	new	officers	
were	elected;	they	include	Andrea	Xaver,	President;	
Ginger	McGovern,	Secretary;	and	Melba	Hall,	Treasurer.		

	
	

ü Several	Board	members	attended	a	workshop	called.	
“Boards	in	Gear”	on	November	9,	2016,	concerning	the	
large	role	boards	play	in	an	organization’s	success.	

	
ü December	13,	2016,	Trudi	Davis	and	Chris	Farrow	

participated	in	an	on-line	seminar	on	the	legal	aspects	
of	maintaining	records	for	a	non-profit.	
	

ü The	society’s	investment	funds	were	transferred	from	
Drummond	&	Associates	in	California	to	Skagit	
Community	Foundation	under	advisement	from	Darrell	
Drummond,	thus	better	serving	our	local	community.		
	

ü February	23,	2017,	Judy	Hakins,	formerly	of	the	
Anacortes	Museum,	lectured	and	demonstrated	to	the	
board	the	proper	way	to	archive	artifacts	and	photos.		


